
 RainScapes are Stormwater Landscapes  

  Plants that Work   

 

INLET AREA OF RAIN GARDEN or CHECK DAMS 

SUN: 

 Iris versicolor (Blue Flag) 1-2’   * 

Juncus effusus (Soft Rush) 1-4’ * 

‘Blue Arrow’ is a nice glaucus form   * 

‘Spiralis’ 1’-2’ * 

SHADE:  

Juncus effuses (Soft Rush) 1’-4’ * 

Chasmanthium latifolium (River Oats) 2.5’ * 

LOWER AREA OF RAIN GARDEN 

SUN: 

Asclepias incarnata (Swamp Milkweed) 2’-5’ * 

Caltha pulustris (Marsh Marigold) 1’-2’ * 

Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’ (Swicth Grass) 2-3’ * 

Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’ (Beardtongue) 2.5 * 

Viburnum dentatum  ‘Blue Muffin’ (Viburnum) 3’-5’ * 
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LOWER AREA OF RAIN GARDEN (cont.) 

SHADE: 

Carex stricta (Tusock Sedge) 2’-3’ * 

Leucothoe fontanesiana  ‘Scarletta’ (Fetterbush) 3’-4’ 

Packera aurea (previously Scenecio aureus) (Golden Groundsel) 12”-16” * 

BERM/EDGE OF RAIN GARDEN 

SUN: 

Asclepias tuberose (Butterfly Weed) 12”-24” 

Iris cristata (Dwarf Crested Iris) 6”-8” 

Liatris spicata ‘Kobold’ (Gayfeather) 24”-30” * 

Phlox subulata (Creeping Phlox) 2”-4” 

Solidago sphacelata ‘Golden Fleece’ (Dwarf Goldenrod) 18”-24” 

SHADE: 

Packera aurea (previously Scenecio aureus) (Golden Groundsel) 12”-16” * 

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas Fern) 2’ * 

Sedum ternatum (Sedum) 6” 
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CONSERVATION LANDSCAPE 

SUNNY/MOIST SITE:  

Aronia arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry) 6’-10’ 

Baptisia australis (Blue False Indigo)4’ * 

Eupatorium dubium ‘Little Joe’ (Dwarf Joe Pye Weed) 3’-4’ or ‘Baby Joe’ 2’-3’ 

Ilex verticillata ‘Red Sprite’ and ‘Jim Dandy’ (Winterberry) 3’-4’ 

Magnolia virginiana ‘Moonglow’ (Sweetbay Magnolia)  15’-30’ * 

Panicum virgatum ‘Shennandoah’ (Red Switch Grass) 4’  or  ‘Heavy Metal’ * 

Rudbeckia flugida var. sullivantii ‘Goldstrum’ (Black-eyed Susan) 2’ * 

Sisyrinchium angustifolium ‘Lucern’ (Narrow Leaf Blue Eyed Grass) 6” 

Vaccinium corymbosum (Blueberry) 5’-8’ 

SHADY/MOIST SITE: 

Asarum canadensis (Wild Ginger) 5”-12” 

Clethra alnifolia ‘Sixteen Candles’ (Summer Sweet) 4’-5’ * 

Dryopteris marginalis (Marginal Wood Fern) and Dryopteris intermedia (Evergreen Wood Fern) 

2-3’* 

Iris cristata (Dwarf Crested Iris) 6” 

Meehania cordata (Meehan’s Mint) 6” * 

Osmunda cinnamomea (Cinnamon Fern) and Osmunda regalis  (Regal Fern) 3’-4’* 

Packera aurea (Godlen Ragwort) 12”-16”* 

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas Fern) 2’ * 

Tiarella cordifolia  ‘Elizabeth Oliver’ (Foam Flower) 8”-10”  ‘Brandy Wine’ 8” or Running 

Tapestry’  12” (good ground cover) * 
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CONSERVATION LANDSCAPE 

SUNNY/DRY SITES: 

Baptisia australis (False Blue Indigo) 3’-4’ * 

Calycanthus floridus ‘Athens’ (yellow flower form of Sweet Shrub, shade tolerant too) 6’-9’ 

Chionanthus virginicus (Fringe Tree) 12’-20’ 

Echinacea purpurea ‘Kim’s Knee High’ 18”-20”* 

Halesia tetraptera (Carolina Silverbell) 30’-40’ 

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Vaughn’s Lily’ or ‘Sikes Dwarf’ or Pee Wee’ (Dwarf Oak Leaf Hydrangea) 
3’-4’ 

Penstimon digitalis ‘Husker Red’ 2’-3’ * 

SHADY/DRY SITES: 

Carex Appalachia (Appalachian sedge) 12” * 

Dennstaedtia punctilobula (Hay Scented Fern) 3’ * 

Fothergilla major ‘Mt Airy’ (Fothergilla) 5’-6’ 

Heuchera ‘Obsidian’ (Coral Bells) 1’-2’ Many varieties, this one can take more sun * 

Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ (Smooth Hydrangea) 3’-5’ dry or wet soil 

Phlox stolonifera (Creeping Phlox) 8” 

Polygonatum odoratum var. pluriflorum ‘Variegatum’ (Variegated Solomon’s Seal)18”-24” *  

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas Fern) 2’ * 

*  Deer Resistant 
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